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people and the caste-oppression of the Brahmins. How
tolerant popular Buddhism could be of tie old sun and
serpent- worship the sculptures of the Barahut Stupa well
show. In the course of time Buddhism became merely
monastic, and Brahmanism having learned a lesson
in toleration, steadily regained lost ground, by placing in
the background the spiritual side of the Sanskrit faith, and
spreading the cult and bloody rites of Siva or Rudra, so
well beloved of the aboriginals.
The legend of Kalighat has been told in the introduc-
tory chapter to the present work. The origin of the shrine
'is lost in obscurity. As the site of the jungle worship
of aboriginal fishermen, hunters, wood-cutters, etc., its
antiquity may be immense. In the time when Adisur
(between 700—900 A. D.) reigned in Bengal the place
could have been of no importance in the eyes of orthodox
Hindus, if, indeed, its site had then risen above the tidal
swamp. In the time of Vallala Sen of Gaur, the Tantrie
rites were coming into use among the Brahmins, and, in
bis reign, the Kalikshetra, or Field of Kali, a triangular
island lying between Dakhineswar on the North and Behala
on the Souths is said to have been presented by the king to
a Brahmin family. Kalighat and its goddess are but
barely mentioned in Bengali poems in the 15th and 16th
centuries. The firm hand of the early Mahomedan
rulers no doubt served to compel the Brahmins to fortify
their position in out-of-the-way places by an encour-
agement of the aboriginal cults favoured by the Tantras.
So Kalighat comes into fame about the beginning of the
eighteenth century.
During the reign of the great Mogul Emperor Akbar,
three Tantrie Hindus came into prominence in our part of
Bengal: to wit (1) Bhalurda, the founder of the Nadia
Eajas; Lakshmikanta, the ancestor of the Savana Chan-
dui; Jayganarda, the founder of the Bansberia family.
According to tradition, the famous idol Kali, was the pro-
perty of one of Lakshraikanta's ancestors: to-day it is the
property of his descendants who are now known as the
Haldar family.
The almost proverbial inability of Orientals to preserve
anything approaching to an historical account of their

